
March 24, 2026

President Donald J. Trump
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Trump: 

We write in support of Governor Josh Green’s March 23, 2026, request that you issue a Major 
Disaster Declaration for Hawai‘i.  We ask that you consider expediting all federal assistance 
possible to help the State recover from the severe and ongoing impacts of two consecutive Kona 
Low weather systems that struck from March 10-16, 2026, and again beginning on March 19, 
2026.  As you know, approval of a disaster declaration can make a real difference for families 
and communities working to recover and rebuild.  We appreciate the Trump administration’s 
continued attention to ensuring Americans have access to the federal support and resources they 
need in the aftermath of natural disasters.

Heavy rain and strong winds from a powerful Kona Low, a type of seasonal extratropical 
cyclone, began impacting Hawai‘i on March 10, 2026.  The slow-moving system brought 
torrential rainfall across the State.  Over a five-day period, 46 inches of rain fell on parts of 
Maui, and wind gusts of over 100 miles per hour were recorded across Maui and Hawai‘i 
Counties.  Before the State could recover, a second storm hit—forcing thousands of people to 
evacuate, washing away homes, and requiring emergency responders to rescue hundreds of 
people with the support of the Hawai‘i National Guard and U.S. Coast Guard assets.  Throughout
the storms, shelters were open across the State.  

The storms are causing continued damage to our infrastructure and utilities, with flood watches 
and warnings still in effect for parts of the State.  Landslides, floodwaters, and debris caused 
washouts and closures of roadways.  Thousands of customers remained without electricity as of 
March 22 because of public safety shutoffs.  There were water outages for hundreds of homes, 
wastewater discharges on O ahu, and boil water notices and brown water advisories issued ʻ
across the islands.  Critical facilities closed across the State, and Kula Hospital on Maui 
evacuated patients because of extensive water damage. 

Assessments are ongoing, but the State estimates that the damage from the storms may exceed $1
billion.  Prior to this disaster, our communities were still rebuilding from devastating wildfires in
Maui and Hawai‘i Counties that claimed 102 lives and destroyed more than 2,000 structures.  
State and County officials now need federal support for the extensive repairs required for flood-
damaged homes, small businesses, roads, and public facilities across the islands.  

To effectively respond to these needs, we support the Governor’s request for the following 
assistance: 

 A Presidential Major Disaster Declaration for the State of Hawai‘i;



 Public Assistance Categories A-G for all affected counties;
 Individual Assistance for households where Joint Preliminary Damage Assessments 

confirm eligibility; 
 A 90 percent federal cost share, as combined damages far exceed the State’s cost share 

adjustment threshold under 44 C.F.R. § 206.47; and
 Authorization of the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program. 

We are grateful for your consideration of this request, and we look forward to working with your
administration in the months and years ahead to help Hawai‘i recover and rebuild.

Sincerely,

Brian Schatz
United States Senator

Mazie K. Hirono
United States Senator

Ed Case
Member of Congress

Jill Tokuda
Member of Congress

CC: The Honorable Markwayne Mullin
Secretary
Department of Homeland Security

Karen Evans
Senior official performing the duties of the Administrator
Federal Emergency Management Agency 


